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Finished, he thought, crying. If my father Cheng Lun
were alive, he would say : " Three times did you set
out for Sun Yat Sen's sake. Three times were you
beaten. Stop it. Be my son only, I shall burn firework
on the roof of our house."

Suddenly he fired the last round of his pistol into
the mockingly fluttering mane before his eyes. There
was no other way to make the horse stop.

The horse broke down. First his forelegs bent,
then it fell heavily on its flank. Seng Feng tried to
jump clear, but his foot remained entangled in the
stirrup. The horse fell on his thigh, broke it, and
remained lying on it, unbearably heavy. He was not
able to remove his broken leg from under the corpse
of the horse.

The masses of the fleeing ran past. They didn't
stop to help him. With wide open eyes, panting,
breathless, panic-stricken they fled towards the South.

The defeat in the civil war was now unavoidable.
In May 1918 Sun Yat Sen had to resign again. In
September 1918 Hsu Shih Chang became President of
the Chinese Republic. In the same year Chang Tso-
Lin, the former bandit and friend of the Japanese,
became Inspector-General of the Manchurian
Provinces.